
IELTS Writing Task 2 Practice Worksheet 

 
Essay Topic: Should University Education Be Free for Everyone? 

Introduction 

In IELTS Writing Task 2, you are required to write an essay in response to a statement, discussing 
your opinion and supporting it with reasons and examples. This worksheet will guide you through 
planning and writing an essay on whether university education should be free for everyone. 

 

Part 1: Understanding the Essay Question 

Essay Prompt: 

"Some people believe that university education should be free for everyone. To what extent do you 
agree or disagree?" 

Exercise 1: Analyze the Question 

1. Identify the Topic: What is the main subject of the essay? 

•  

2. Identify the Task Words: What are you being asked to do? 

• 

 

Part 2: Brainstorming Ideas 

• Do you agree or disagree with the statement? 

Exercise 3: List Your Ideas 

Advantages/ Disadvantages of Free University Education: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 

Part 3: Planning Your Essay Structure 

An effective essay has a clear structure: Introduction, Body Paragraphs, and Conclusion. 

Exercise 5: Outline Your Essay 

Introduction: 

• Paraphrase the Question: __________________________________ 

• Thesis Statement (Your Opinion): ___________________________ 
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Body Paragraph 1: 

• Main Point (First Reason Supporting Your Opinion): ____________ 

• Supporting Details/Examples: ________________________________ 

Body Paragraph 2: 

• Main Point (Second Reason Supporting Your Opinion): __________ 

• Supporting Details/Examples: ________________________________ 

Conclusion: 

• Summarize Main Points: ____________________________________ 

• Restate Thesis in Different Words: ___________________________ 

 

Part 4: Vocabulary Development 

Enhance your essay with topic-specific vocabulary. 

Exercise 6: Match the Words with Their Definitions 

a. Tuition Fees 
b. Accessibility 
c. Higher Education 
d. Socioeconomic Status 
e. Scholarship 
f. Public Funding 
g. Merit-based 
h. Inequality 

Definitions: 

1. Education provided by universities and colleges. 

2. Financial support awarded to a student based on achievement. 

3. The ability to reach or use something. 

4. Money charged for instruction by educational institutions. 

5. Differences in wealth and status among people. 

6. Financial resources provided by the government. 

7. Based on ability or talent rather than financial need. 

8. An individual's economic and social position. 
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Exercise 7: Use the Vocabulary in Sentences 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from Exercise 6. 

1. Free university education could reduce ____________ among students. 

2. Students from low ____________ often struggle to afford higher education. 

3. ____________ could be increased to cover the costs of free education. 

4. ____________ education should be accessible to everyone. 

 

Part 5: Grammar Focus 

Modal Verbs 

Modal verbs express necessity, possibility, or obligation. 

Exercise 9: Fill in the Blanks with Modal Verbs (should, must, might, could) 

1. Education ____________ be accessible to all individuals. 

2. Free university education ____________ lead to increased taxes. 

3. Students ____________ value their education more if they contribute financially. 

4. Governments ____________ consider alternative funding methods. 
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Answer Key 

Exercise 1 Answers: 

1. Identify the Topic: University education being free for everyone. 

2. Identify the Task Words: To what extent do you agree or disagree (you need to present your 
opinion and support it). 

Exercise 2 Sample Paraphrase: 

• "It is argued that everyone should have access to free university education." 

• "Some individuals believe that university studies ought to be provided at no cost to all." 

Exercise 3 Sample Ideas: 

Advantages of Free University Education: 

1. Promotes equal opportunities regardless of socioeconomic status. 

2. Leads to a more educated workforce and economic growth. 

3. Reduces student debt and financial stress. 

Disadvantages of Free University Education: 

1. Increases the financial burden on the government and taxpayers. 

2. May result in overcrowded universities and reduced quality of education. 

3. Could devalue university degrees due to oversupply of graduates. 

Exercise 6 Answers: 

a-4, b-3, c-1, d-8, e-2, f-6, g-7, h-5 

Exercise 7 Answers: 

1. inequality 

2. socioeconomic statuses 

3. Public funding 

4. Higher 

Exercise 8 Answers: 

1. Many students cannot afford university education because it is expensive. 

2. Although free education may lower education quality, it increases class sizes. 

3. Governments need to allocate funds so that they can provide free education. 
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Exercise 9 Answers: 

1. should 

2. might 

3. may/might 

4. should/must 

Exercise 10 Answers: 

1. Firstly 

2. However 

3. Furthermore 

4. In conclusion 

 

Reflection 

• What new vocabulary and grammatical structures did you use? 

• How did the planning stage help you write your essay? 

• Which areas do you feel you need to improve? 

 

Homework 

• Revise your essay based on the self-assessment checklist. 

• Practice writing essays on related topics to enhance your skills. 

 

Note: Regular practice and reviewing feedback are key to improving your IELTS Writing Task 2 
performance. Focus on organizing your ideas clearly and using a range of vocabulary and grammar 
accurately. 

 


